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WASHINGTON, D.C. - Quiet Skies Caucus (QSC) Co-Chairs Congresswoman Eleanor
Holmes Norton (D-DC) and Congressman Stephen Lynch (D-MA) and Vice Chairs
Congressman Mike Quigley (D-IL) and Congressman Tom Suozzi (D-NY) led QSC
members in sending a letter to Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg requesting the
addition of five community representatives to the NextGen Advisory Committee (NAC),
which advises the Federal Aviation Administration, as part of NAC’s June 2022 charter
renewal.

“None of the members represent communities that live under NextGen corridors and
that are directly impacted by the recommendations of the NAC," the letter said. “To
better fulfill NAC's mission, we recommend adding five more seats to the committee, to
be filled by representatives who can speak on behalf of affected communities.”

The letter follows.
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April 20,2022

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Yersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

We, members of the Quiet Skies Caucus, write to request that you direct the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) to add five community representatives to the NextGen
Advisory Committee (NAC) as part of the June 2022 NAC charter renewal.

The mission of the NAC is to provide independent advice and recommendations to the
FAA relating to operations that affect the future of the Air Traffic Management
System.[1] The 30 members of the NAC represent multiple airline operators, aircraft
manufacturers, industry associations and government agencies such as the
Department of Defense and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.[2] Only
one member represents environmental stakeholders. None of the members represent
communities that live under NextGen corridors and that are directly impacted by the
recommendations of the NAC. To better fulfill NAC’s mission, we recommend adding
flve more seats to the committee, to be filled by representatives who can speak on
behalf of affected communities.

There is precedent for the FAA expanding membership on an advisory committee. For
example, the Advanced Aviation Advisory Committee, formerly known as the Drone
Advisory Committee, recently expanded its membership from 35 to 41 members as part
of its charter amendment.[3] This was done in part to include “a community advocate
representative to provide insight and expertise on potential impacts of increased drone
traffic on communities.”[4]

Hearing directly from affected communities is essential. The NAC and the FAA rely on
the use of the Day-Night average sound level (DNL) standard to assess the impact of
their recommendations on communities. However, a recent Government Accountability
Office (GAO) study found that because the DNL combines into a single metric “both the
amount of noise from each aircraft operation, as well as the average annual flights per
day at a given location, the same DNL may be associated with vastly different numbers
of flights above that location.”[5] The GAO concluded that the DNL standard does not
fully convey the noise created by flights overhead.[6] Having community
representatives on the NAC would enable the committee to better assess the
on-the-ground impact of their recommendations.

We request a written response by May 4, 2022. Thank you for your consideration.
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