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Thank you for the opportunity to provide input on the FAA’s Request for Comments on Agency
Information Collection Activities: Clearance of Renewed Approval of Information Collection: Airport
Noise Compatibility Planning (Docket ID No. FAA-2024-2081). The Aviation-Impacted Communities
Alliance (AICA) is a nationally recognized coalition representing over 90 groups across the United States.
AICA is committed to protecting communities from the harmful effects of aviation noise and emissions
through advocacy for legislative reforms and industry-wide changes.

The Neighborhood Environmental Survey (NES) results indicated that community annoyance from
aircraft noise occurs at much lower noise levels than previously understood. Given these findings, the
FAA is considering revisions to its noise policy. Consequently, the FAA should also change its information
collection for the Part 150 Airport Noise Compatibility Program—a voluntary program for airports to
reduce aircraft noise and establish compatible land use programs.

To align the Part 150 program with the NES findings, we strongly recommend the following three
changes to its information collection:
1. Include the N-Above Metric: Add the N-Above metric to the current use of DNL (or CNEL for
California).
2. Extend Noise Contours: Expand the noise contour mapping to include DNL 45 dB and its
equivalent for the N-Above metric.
3. Display Noise Contours in 5 dB Increments: Present noise contours from 45 dB to 85 dB in 5 dB
increments for both DNL/CNEL and N-Above metrics.

Failure to implement these updates would disregard the well-documented findings of the NES and
undermine efforts to accurately reflect the lived experience of communities.

Respectfully submitted,

Darlene Yaplee
President and Co-founder, Aviation-Impacted Communities Alliance
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Members of the Aviation-Impacted Communities Alliance
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